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The Society for Educational Studies invites bids from researchers interested in making an original contribution to knowledge in the field of educational studies.  The theme for this year is as follows: 

“At a Confluence: the past and future(s) of educational studies”

Arguably, the discourses and knowledge structures of educational studies have always repositioned themselves over time as part of that evolving relationship between the State, research and education. However, the confluence of economic, political and intellectual discourses that we now face is arguably more significant and critical than at any other time.  The shape and face of educational studies will change in a world that demands interdisciplinarity.

The Society for Educational Studies seeks applications from researchers who can offer a dynamic and innovative interdisciplinary approach that: considers the past and future(s) of educational studies; extends notions of impact, theory and its development, and interdisciplinarity in research on how people live and learn throughout their lives.

Eligibility
Principal Investigators applying for the Society for Educational Studies National Award of up to £200,000 must be affiliated with a British university, college or school. The Society for Educational Studies accepts proposals from education institutions and/or researchers from within the United Kingdom. 

Proposal Submission Guidelines and Review Process
Investigators are asked to submit a preliminary proposal before midday Monday 13th December 2010 following the guidelines below. Applications will be assessed by the Research Sub-committee of the Society and applicants will be informed by Monday 3rd January 2011 whether they have been short-listed. * Principal Investigators may subsequently be invited to submit a full proposal. If invited to submit a full proposal, researchers will be expected to make a presentation before the Research Committee of the Society for Educational Studies on Wednesday 16th February 2010. 

Preliminary Proposal Application
The preliminary proposal submission should include the following elements:

1. Proposal Cover Sheet;
2. Contact Information of Principal Investigator(s);
3. Proposal Narrative;
4. Financial Statement;
5. Curriculum Vitae of Principal Investigator;
6. Costings (The SES if not able to meet full economic costing on account of its charitable status.)
 


Society for Educational Studies 
National Research Proposal Cover Sheet


Administering Organization Information

Name of Organization:
Name of Person for Correspondence:
Address:
Website:




Proposal Information

Project Title:
Requested Amount:  
Duration:
Start date:
Projected Date of Completion:




Contact Information of Principal Investigator(s)
Applicants should provide the following information for each principal investigator.


Name:
Title:
Department/School:
Organization:
Address:
Direct Tel No: 
Email: 


Proposal Narrative
The proposal narrative should be no longer than 1000 words, not including the reference list. It should encompass:
· a description of the project and the central research question(s);   
· a brief summary of the relevant literature and the relationship of the proposed research to that literature;   
· a detailed, yet concise summary of the conceptual framework, research methods, data collection instruments, and modes of analysis that the project will employ;   
· The new contribution to knowledge expected to result from the proposed research, and the significance of the project both for contributing to the existing literature and for improving educational and other kinds of outcomes.  
· The nature of any partnership with other educational institutions or voluntary sector organisations.





Financial Statement
Applicants need to prepare a one page summary statement of costs. Costs must not include more than 20% overheads for salaries. The financial statement must be clearly broken down into all the elements of the costs. Applicants may claim only part salaries for themselves and research fellows. The total grant is up to £200,000 and will be paid in four instalments over two years. Full economic costs cannot be paid.  
Curriculum Vitae of the Principal Investigator(s)
Each Curriculum Vitae should be no longer than 5 pages.
Submission Instructions
Completed applications should be sent by email to Professor Jon Davison at jon.davison@canterbury.ac.uk by midday Monday 13th December 2010. 
 
Review Process
Applications will be assessed by the Research Sub-committee of the Society and applicants will be informed by Monday 3rd January 2011 whether they have been short-listed.* 

Criteria for Review
The criteria the Society will use in evaluating proposals are the:
· likelihood that answers to the research questions will advance understanding about the overall theme and specific focus you select for the project; 
· implications for educational improvement, including, but not limited to, the field of educational studies, curricula, pedagogy; 
· methodological rigour and the appropriateness of the research design to the research questions; 
· generalisability of the study beyond the project's specific populations and research sites. 

Invited Full Proposals
If the review of the preliminary proposal results in an invitation to submit a full proposal, the Principal Investigator(s) will receive a letter of invitation via email. The deadline for receipt of the full proposal is midday on Friday 4th February 2011. 

All applications should be sent to: jon.davison@canterbury.ac.uk

Interviews will be held in London on Wednesday 16th February 2011.   

* NOTE: The decision of the Executive of SES is final in this procedure and we will not enter into negotiation or provide any feedback to applicants who are not successful. We are also unable to provide further guidance than what is described above. Only very technical questions about the procedure will be answered and such questions should be addressed in writing via email to Professor Jon Davison at jon.davison@canterbury.ac.uk
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